Psychology  Nature vs. Nurture

Nature (genetic Code) passed along by your parents the moment you were conceived. 

Nurture comes from all the environmental factors that affect us from conception to death. 

1. How much impact have your genes had on making you who you are? What about your environment? Explain your answer. 

2. Should parents be allowed to craft their ideal child? Why or why not?

3. What qualities would you consider to be ideal? Do others share your ideas? Why or why not?

4. How would culture affect genetic engineering of children?

5. What if parents chose traits that actually affected their child adversely from an evolutionary standpoint? 

Nature and Individual Differences: nature must be at work if the level of intelligence for identical twins are significantly more similar than those of fraternal twins. As well as if one of the identical twins is introverted it is most likely that the second twin will also be introverted  than in a case with fraternal twins. How would one explain results from separated identical twins that have similar personalities, abilities, attitudes and fears as well as brain waves, intelligence levels and heart rate.  Also, adopted share similar personality traits with their biological parents than with their adoptive parents.  (children who share personality traits with relatives that they have never met, (uncle/aunt, grandparents). But for adoptive children through nurture is how they learn their values, attitudes and manners.  Their political and religious beliefs are also raised by nurture.  
Parents are an important part of most people’s early environment with genetic influences accounting for roughly half the variation. 
How many of you agree with the following:  1. Overprotective/overbearing parenting permanently underprepares a child for the real world.   2. Parents who spank leave irreparable scars on a child’s personality.  3. Lenient parents who do not punish children severely create irresponsible children who will become troublemakers. 

1. What is the most obvious trait you’ve inherited from your parents? What is the most obvious thing you’ve learned from them?

2. At this point in your life, which has more influence over your morals and values: parents or peers? Why? Which has more influence over your personality? Why? 

3. How different or similar are you to your brothers and/ or sisters? 

4. Do you blame or credit your parents for your failures or successes? Explain.

5. What skills from childhood have you lost the ability to use as a teen? 

